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Transcript of the BBC Film: Covid-19 pandemic: 
Sex workers in Germany at risk 
This is a transcript of a short film released by the BBC on 10 May 2021. At the time of 

writing, the film is available on the BBC website.  

Note: The commentator’s remarks are in italics. The text shown on the screen is in bold. 

 

I have been here for 23 years. I love my job.  

JANA works in a brothel. 

Jana is out of work, Germany’s brothels are closed, sex work banned because of corona. 

Right now I’m OK, I’ve had help. I get a basic income each month from the government so 

my rent and things like that are paid. There should be a possibility to get back to work. We’re 

normal people. We do a normal job, a great job which is very important for society. You 

can’t wish us away. Otherwise the business goes underground.  

AISHA works on the streets 

Like many, Aisha isn’t registered with the authorities and told us she has no choice but to 

keep on working. She didn’t want to be identified. 

I don’t get any help from the state. But there are charities which help with food and clothes. 

I’m not at all afraid of corona… Well maybe sometimes.  

Early evening in one of Berlin’s red light districts. We saw at least a dozen sex workers. 

What is causing concern are the ones you can’t see. The corona restrictions are supposed to 

make life safer for all of us. The sex workers we have spoken to say for them, they have 

simply made life more dangerous. Some suspect an ulterior motive. An attack on the industry 

itself.  

ANDRE NOLTE sex worker and industry spokesman 

Throughout we’ve felt we’re not just legally restricted but a discrimination on all levels. Of 

course it can be safe. We have security concepts, hygiene concepts. They’re not different 

from those of hairdressers or massage parlours.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-europe-57029723
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ZUZU | CASPAR | CLEO ‘Trans*sexworks’ 

Zuzu, Caspar and Cleo are part of a support network run by trans sex workers. We met them 

as they prepared to hand out supplies and advice to people on the streets here.  

Early in the pandemic, they called us super spreaders and even if you were seeing a lot of 

clients it’s actually not a lot of contact compared to other types of industries where they’re 

able to work. Like, for example, these meat-packing factories where there’s hundreds of 

workers.  

It is way more dangerous working now. They’re afraid of getting a fine if they call the police 

if something happens. They’re afraid of getting a fine if they call the police if something 

happens. Also, clients know that it’s illegal at the moment. So clients, they can steal your 

money and just leave because what do you want to do, call the police? 

With hotels being closed, then often we are like expected to host clients in our homes. But 

they don’t want to give any information. So you just end up having to decide whether you are 

going to take the money be unsafe, pay your rent. You know, it’s not a nice situation.  

The pandemic has exposed parts of German society some would prefer to ignore. What they 

really want here is recognition.  


