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What I will be looking at today

Scottish context
CSE VAWG

Realities for women 

The way ahead



“Gagged”

People are supposed to be able 
to deal with this kinda thing but 
they’re shuttin’ down and tryin’ 
to get you t’discuss other stuff 
that has no significance 
whatsoever to where you are. 
They don’t wanna know it. You 
see the look in their eyes, it just 
makes ‘em so uncomfortable, 
you can see that they think it’s 
dirty, it’s appalling, it’s 
disgraceful. It’s filthy and it’s 
wrong. 

That silencing is like a gag. 





Strategic Context



Globally

Scotland – world leader

Far reaching and progressive

Domestic abuse courts

Coercive Control 

Misuse Sexual Images Act



How did we reach that point?

• Survivors voices

• Name and define the violence

• Made the links 

• Focus on the perpetrator

• Brave and courageous



Equally Safe is Scotland's strategy 
for preventing and eradicating 
violence against women and girls

Equally Safe (2016) includes commercial sexual exploitation as Violence 
Against Women



Prevention

Eradication

No acceptable level of VAWG



Violence against women is a 
complex social, economic and 
cultural phenomenon.

• •http://www.endvawnow.org/en/articles/300-causes-protective-and-
risk-factors-.html



What causes vawg 

• Violence against women (VAW) is rooted in systems and culture that 
denies women power, autonomy, and capacity to claim their 
rights. Domestic abuse, rape, and commercial sexual exploitation are 
enabled by systemic barriers to women’s economic, political, and 
social equality. In order to fully address violence against women its 
connection with broader gender inequality need to be acknowledged 
and tackled at a strategic, policy and practice level.

• Scottish Women’s Aid



“Violence against women has been 
associated with attitudes that promote men’s 
beliefs that they are entitled to sexual access 
to women, are superior to women, and are 
entitled to be sexual aggressors.” 

• Flood, M., & Pease, B. (2009). Factors influencing attitudes to violence against women.

• Trauma, Violence, and Abuse, 10, 125-142.

Women's Support Project



Conducive culture?

“In sexualised popular culture there are the 
same messages about gender that underpin 
the dynamics of violence and abuse”

Liz Kelly 2007, Coy 2009, EVAW 2011

Women's Support Project



Dehumanise / objectify

Dehumanizing women or viewing them 
as inferior to men occurs through 
objectification, a process in which 
women are “made into a thing for others’ 
sexual use” 
• (American Psychological Association, 2007).

Women's Support Project



CEDAW 3 Principles: Non-discrimination, Substantive Equality and State Obligation

Recognizes that we must eradicate the stereotypes, prejudices, 
customs and practices, which condone or promote gender-based 
violence against women and underpin the structural inequality of 
women with men if we are to be successful in ending all forms of 
discrimination against women and girls

The Committee has said that “gender-based violence against women is 
rooted in gender-related factors, such as the ideology of men’s 
entitlement and privilege over women, social norms regarding 
masculinity, and the need to assert male control or power, enforce 
gender roles or prevent, discourage or punish what is considered to be 
unacceptable female behaviour.” 



Sexual Exploitation
On October 9, 2003, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
issued a global bulletin defining and prohibiting sexual exploitation and 
setting the precedent for the world (Annan, 2003). 

“any actual or attempted abuse of a position of vulnerability, differential 
power, or trust for sexual purposes, including but not limited to profiting 
monetarily, socially, or politically from sexual exploitation.” 

“sexual exploitation” to refer to sexualized, exploitative gender-based 
crimes against women and girls exclusively. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4696486/#R4


Power

age
sex
intellect / education
resources
status / social standing / influence



Equality?

The growth of the sex industry – both legal and 
illegal – has served to promote a skewed view of 
sexuality that confines women as objects, their 
bodies as commodities, and as subjects of male 
sexuality, needs and desires – a reflection of the 
oppression of women in society.



How does the sex industry promote gender 
equality, challenge gender inequality and 
address issues of gender stereotypes?



Where does CSE fit in with this model?



Prostitution Reform Act 2015

“Let people currently selling sex 
lead the conversation.”

https://jeanurquharthighlandsandislandsmsp.files.wordpress.com/201
5/09/prostitution-law-reform-bill-consultation.pdf



“Feminist analysis does not make universal claims for 
women who sell sex, just as it makes few universal 
claims in other contexts. We are, for example, able to 
acknowledge individual women’s agency in becoming 
mothers, and that of families to divide care between 
adults in a way that suits themselves, while critiquing 
the gendered assumptions and structural barriers that 
drive and underpin those choices. Similarly, we can 
acknowledge the agency of individual women who sell 
sex while critiquing the gendered structures that 
undergird the industry and its population-level harms.”

https://www.engender.org.uk/content/publications/Prostitution-Law-
Reform-Scotland-Bill-response-November-2015.pdf



choice

• Social media and liberal feminist websites alike favor the "choice" 
argument, which focuses on the fact that some women enter into 
prostitution on their own accord. But this thinking ignores the context 
surrounding these "choices" and the larger impacts on society and 
gender equality. 

• http://verilymag.com/2016/04/new-york-magazine-prostitution-
porn-feminism-news-1204



https://insideoutsidescotland.wordpress.com



Cassy

Katy,

Stephanie

Sarah, 

Natasha, 

Natalia,

Levi, 

Katie, 

Wendy, 

Sarah Jane, 

Joanne. 



www.insideoutsidescotland.info



“I think I was putting 
mask on to make other 
people think, "Eh look 
she's fine she's looking 
fine she's doing good." 
But inside I really wasnae 
fine. Far fae fine. 
Crumbling Underneath.”



“Doll”

She was just a bag of bones, just 
bein’ used in a doorway….her 
eyes met mine. She looked 
fucking dead inside, like she had 
so given up.  While he was doing 
what he was doing to her there 
was nothin’ absolutely nothin’ 
there. Nothin’. 

She was so young.



“One week”

When I arrived, he said if I want to go 

sleep, I must sleep with make-up on 

and everything be ready. If someone’s 

calling I have to answer phone even if 

I’m sleeping. 

So you kinda have to be available and 

ready, twenty four hours. All the time. 

I was like, “Really?” Sometimes I had 

to wake up and to take the customer 

straight away, middle of night and 

early morning.



I had to drink like 
every day to get 
tipsy and drunk. 
A bottle of vodka. 
If I wasn’t drunk or 
something, I 
couldn’t go.



“Weapon”

“I wasn't prepared for 
that life, not at all. 

If anything did happen, I 
didnae have any'hing to 

protect myself wi'.  

I had a nail file. That was 
it.”  



You’re constantly on your guard. 

I used to carry a bookie pen, that 
was my defense. 

I used to think, if anyone does 
anythin’, I’m stabbin’ them in the 
eye. It was a front to make myself 
believe I could be safe. 

The best of it is I never had the guts 
to stab them.



“The triangle”

That money – it didn't stay wi' 

you. Nah. 

In one hand and into a smack 
dealer's hand, so they were the 

ones that were getting the 
money from it.  From the 

punter to me to the dealer.  

It never stayed with me.



“Locked in bondage”

Some are just sleazy - sleazy as fuck. 
Asking for more? They're just ugh. 

They're all over you, their hands are all 
over you. They're wanting more, they're 

all over you like urgh.”

“They know nothing about me. Nothing. 
No.” 



“Tools off the trade”

I was off my head with 
that first punter. I
remember I had boots 
on... he’s asked us to
put them on the 
dashboard. I remember
that. It’s funny what 
sticks in your mind isn't 
it?



“Plaything”

In that house I was their 
plaything, a party toy.



“Hidden”

I’ve realised, “Fuck I canny 
stop my drugs

and still work.” so it’s like 
fuck, the two of

them come together. Took 
me years to

notice that the two of 
them come hand in

hand. I canny do one 
without the other.



“Boundaries”

He's that kinda pushy - he's pushy as 
fuck - he just doesnae leave you alone. 

Pressure, pressure, pressure. He 
fucking goes on and goes on at you til 
you do it. Yeah. He's really bad.    He 

used to make us do fucked up pictures 
for him.  Real horrible pictures.  



“The shifts in the sauna were horrendous, literally you'd 
start at ten in the morning till eleven in the evening.

It was almost like a, like working in a factory you know. 
Stuff comes down the conveyer belt, you pack it, it goes.

It's made out as though you've got choice but actually, 
you're kind of, not forced but, yeah, you do feel obliged 
to have to do any client that comes in.”

Cassy



“Step into the unknown”

At the start I used to drink my way 
through it. I would drink on every 

shift, just to try and put it out of your 
head. Drugs were involved. That’s 
how you coped.  I got to a stage 

where I couldn’t do that anymore. But 
I was still choosing to do the job so I 
suppose that’s when it affects you 

more. When there isn’t anything to 
cushion that blow. When the buffer 

isn’t there.



“I used to think, "God forbid that this was my daughter.

I just wanted them to go home and not be doing it.  

They were sort of maybe about eighteen, nineteen, twenty but some of 
them looked a lot younger. They got all the real sort of pervy horrible dirty 
looking punters. They'd be drawn to the younger looking girls. The punters 
that would stop and say, "Oh do you do it without a condom?" and things 
like that and I’d be like, "No. Do one." 

Then you'd see the younger girls getting into that car.   I’d be thinking "Oh 
God no, come on” but some of the punters would want that and some of the 
girls were prepared to do it. They were in those situations where it's very 
hard when someone’s offering you a little bit extra money. It's very difficult 
to say no.”  

Sarah Jane



“When a client phones, like you've got your work phone and you've got 
this ring tone on it that just, every time the phone rings your stomach 

just drops.

If I was doing drugs at the time I had to do some drugs before I 
went……… If I had drugs I'd do more drugs in the toilet, pretend I was 

just freshening up…..

…….. And that’s how you prepare yourself really. Once you're in that 
room and you're with them you just click into this mode. You're there, 
you become this character. Everything's make believe, nothing’s real, 

nothing’s actually genuine about myself. 

You just get yourself into the routine, you don't even think about it. It 
works for me having those two characters it really does. You need it to 

be able to cut off.”



“When a client phones, like you've got your work phone and you've got this 
ring tone on it that just, every time the phone rings your stomach just drops.

If I was doing drugs at the time I had to do some drugs before I went……… If I 
had drugs I'd do more drugs in the toilet, pretend I was just freshening up…..

…….. And that’s how you prepare yourself really. Once you're in that room 
and you're with them you just click into this mode. You're there, you become 
this character. Everything's make believe, nothing’s real, nothing’s actually 
genuine about myself. You just get yourself into the routine, you don't even 
think about it. It works for me having those two characters it really does. You 
need it to be able to cut off.”

“I think how it's changed me is - I'd say that sexually, I am quite frigid in the 
fact that I don't......I begrudge giving sex free” 



Joanne – a few wee kind words











http://www.encompassnetwork.info/



Current needs

• Money

• Food and living essentials

• Housing / accommodation –
rent arrears, council tax, 
mortgage

• Utilities

• Children – uniforms etc





consent

• The assumption of choice leads to the conclusion of consent, but choice 
and consent are erroneous concepts here. Their invalidity rests on the fact 
that a woman’s compliance in prostitution is a response to circumstances 
beyond her control, and this produces an environment which prohibits 
even the possibility of true consent. There is a difference between consent 
and reluctant submission.

• Rachel Moran – survivor prostitution

• Paid For: My Journey Through Prostitution



Women’s Aid regards prostitution as a form of violence against women 
and girls, grounded in inequality and exploitation. 

Women’s entry into, and experiences within, prostitution are 
inextricably linked to gendered poverty, discrimination, and the 
multiple disadvantages women face in society. 

The persistence of these economic and social inequalities mean that 
so-called ‘free’ or ‘consensual’ choices in prostitution are actually 
decisions made in conditions of already existing inequality and 
discrimination. Women’s Aid supports the decriminalisation of those 
who sell sex, and advocates that they should have access to safety, 
protection, healthcare and support, and routes to exit prostitution 
should they choose to do so.



Just because a woman wasn’t physically 
“forced” to be sold for sex doesn’t mean 
there weren’t other compelling forces 
drawing her into this place of degradation.



• The argument against prostitution is fairly simple: Women should not 
have to have sex with men they don't desire. Women should be able 
to survive and thrive without having to accommodate male desires 
and abuse in order to pay their rent or feed their children. 

• http://verilymag.com/2016/04/new-york-magazine-prostitution-
porn-feminism-news-1204



“We need to change men’s attitudes to women, we need to eradicate 
the misogyny and entitlement that fuels men’s violence against 
women. Inequality between women and men is a cause and a 
consequence of men’s violence against women. We simply cannot 
achieve equality between the sexes, let alone the liberation of women 
from men’s oppression, whilst one sex is for sale, the consumable, and 
one sex is the buyer, the consumer. Women’s rights to safety must 
always be greater than men’s rights as consumers.“

https://kareningalasmith.com/category/prostitution/countingdeadwo
men

https://kareningalasmith.com/category/prostitution/countingdeadwomen


“Having to manifest sexual activity due to 
desperation is not consent. Utilising a poor 
woman for intimate gratification – with the sole 
knowledge that you are only being engaged with 
because she needs the money – is not a neutral, 
amoral act. Recognising that any state or 
community cannot wholly function on purported 
amorality or false notions of neutrality, is not 
stuffiness or frigidity. And neither is believing 
that women are not for sale.”
• ...

https://nordicmodelnow.org/testimonial/rae-story/

https://nordicmodelnow.org/testimonial/rae-story/


What is to be done?



“What then is to be done? Maybe sometimes 
looking the other way’s best. Laws cannot 

always provide answers to deep-rooted social 
problems.”

://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/kenny-macaskill-turning-blind-eye-to-
prostitution-may-be-for-the-best-1-4750436

June 2018

https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/kenny-macaskill-turning-blind-eye-to-prostitution-may-be-for-the-best-1-4750436


"We can’t turn a blind eye to the 
kids and vulnerable adults who 
are chewed up and spit out by 

this industry. 
That’s who I fight for.”

Audrey Morrissey, Associate Director of My Life My Choice, trafficking survivor

://www.demandabolition.org/blog/my-experience-in-the-sex-trade-had-nothing-to-do-with-choice/



“We are committed to exploring what 
more can be done to address 
prostitution in Scotland, recognising it 
as a form of violence against women.

We will consult on approaches to 
challenge men’s demand for 
prostitution, continue to support work 
to reduce the harms associated with 
commercial sexual exploitation and help
women to exit prostitution.”



Scottish model
Any approach developed in Scotland should focus on those who are most 
vulnerable and who have little or no alternative to selling sex. 

It is only right that the focus of attention should be on the majority of 
marginalised and vulnerable people selling sex as opposed to ignoring their 
needs in favour of a smaller minority of more privileged women. 

This is not an exclusionary position which dismisses the voices of sex 
workers but one which acknowledges that some women choose to enter into 
prostitution whilst many do not have the same freedom, flexibility and range 
of options

WSP response pg 16 http://www.womenssupportproject.co.uk/



7 elements
Comprehensive primary prevention that supports 
healthy relationships and sexuality

Increased public awareness of the causes and impact 
of prostitution as a form of gender-based violence

Capacity-building so that staff in mainstream services 
have the right skills to meet the needs of those 
involved in prostitution

Support and harm reduction services for people 
involved in prostitution

Support for people who wish to leave prostitution, 
and to help them recover from their experiences

Decriminalising selling sex in a public place (section 
46) and removing such convictions from the record

Disrupting prostitution markets and reducing demand 
by criminalising the purchase of sex 



Prevent and eradicate



65

“

“Women and men will never be equal 
as long as prostitution exists.   It 

shouldn’t be acceptable to buy women 
for sex, not if we care about each other, 
and not if we care about what we want 

our society to be like.”

“Amy” Rhuama Annual Report 2010



Thank you

Linda@womenssupportproject.org.uk

mailto:Linda@womenssupportproject.org.uk

